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Dear parents, caregivers, students and friends of the school.  

Tēnā koutou katoa. Ngā mihi nui ki a koutou katoa. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Welcome to edition 12 of ‘The Link”. 

 

Term 4 is well underway with a continued focus on high levels of achievement by 

all students.  Our Education Outside the Classroom Programme has commenced 

with all Year 7 classes attending camp at Ngatuhoa Lodge and Year 8 classes 

commencing their activities at Waimarino and the Adrenalin Forest.   

 

In sports, the spotlight has shifted from the Anchor AIMS GAMES to summer sports.  On Friday we held our 

annual Athletics Day which included a team skill based activities as well as the sprint finals.   

 

Academic pursuits have also featured strongly at school with our highly successful Bay Maths competitions.  

End of year assessments are about to commence and we will be preparing for next year’s classes over the next 

four weeks. 

 

All in all, it is a busy time and we appreciate the support and assistance provided by parents involved in sports, 

class trips, outdoor education and PTA. 

 

Nga Mihi Nui 

 

 

 

 

Henk Popping 

PRINCIPAL  

 Proud sponsors of Otumoetai Intermediate 

  

 

 
 

ANNUAL YEAR 8 UNIFORM SALE 
 

When: 9.00 am, Saturday 16th December 2017 (day after school finishes) 

 

Where: Top Astro Turf, Otumoetai Intermediate School 

 

What: All year 8 students and their parents who wish to sell their uniforms, are invited to set themselves up 

with their uniform items for sale on the top astro turf.  All incoming Year 7 students and their parents/ 

caregivers will be notified of this event and will be looking to purchase second hand uniforms. 
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NAU MAI, HAERE MAI - FROM THE BOARD 
 

The school Board of Trustees met on Thursday 26th October 2017, outlined below are some highlights from that 

meeting: 

 

 We were presented with evidence of how well the school ensures that our children develop the necessary skills 

and competencies to live in a Global environment. We were impressed with examples of how staff integrate digital 

devices into all areas of their daily programme, teach important Cyber safety skills and support Internet ethics. 

In addition, we are very fortunate to have access to a second language teachers at OIS, including Mandarin. 

These teachers help to establish a school culture which supports tolerance and understanding of cultural 

diversity. 

 The Management Team have been working hard to complete the staffing structure for 2018, and while there are 

some small changes in personnel, by-in-large our Teaching Team remains unchanged.  

 We are very pleased to have our building plans for Block B accepted by tender, with an expected start date during 

the Christmas holiday break. 

 The whanau hui was held on Wednesday 25th October and was well attended with a highlight being the school 

Kapa Haka group performing; showcasing the benefits of collaboration between OIS and the Otumoetai College 

students. 

 

Nga Mihi Nui. Fiona Matthews, Board Trustee 

 

 

 

TERM DATES AND HOLIDAYS 2018  

 

 Term 1 Thursday 1st February to Friday 13th April 2018 

 Term 2 Monday 30th April to Friday 6th July 2018 

 Term 3 Monday 23rd July to Friday 28th September 2018 

 Term 4 Monday 15th October to Tuesday 18th December 2018 

 

Teacher Only Day 

 

 Monday 21st May 2018 

 

2018 Public Holidays 

 

 Waitangi Day Tuesday 6th February 2018 

 Easter  Friday 30th March to Tuesday 3rd April 2018 

 Anzac Day Wednesday 25th April 2018 (falls inside school holidays) 

 Queen's Birthday Monday 4th June 2018 

 Labour Day Monday 22nd October 2018 
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WESTERN BAY POLICE PHYSICAL COMPETENCY  

TEST (PCT) CHALLENGE 2017  

 

On Thursday 26th October, our two Otumoetai PCT Fear Factor teams did us proud!  This year we had a Year 7 team 

and a Year 8 team participate in the competition.  There were approximately 16 teams competing across four different 

challenges: the Police Physical Competency Test, a Crime Scene Investigation, The Great Escape and the Code 

Breaker Challenge.  It is a great day run by Blue Light Ventures and the Te Aranui Youth Trust and is designed for 

students to use physical fitness, team work and brain power.   

 

A big thanks to Calum Davie who always gives us his time to work with and support our students.  They had a great 

time escaping out of handcuffs, sorting out a multitude of lines and curves to put together fingerprint puzzles, working 

together to break codes in complete silence while blind folded, using their detective skills to work out what had 

happened at a burglary scene and then they showed true grit and determination when they hit the PCT course.  

 

As usual, Otumoetai Intermediate set some incredible times on the course and the students gave it their all; they were 

very impressive. Alex, Mia, George, Kiana, Maya, Lulu, Ashton and Lucas; your sportsmanship and how you 

represented our school on the day, was second to none.  

Ali McPike 
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WBEET BAYMATHS 2017 

 

Now in its eighth year, the annual BAYMATHS competition for Years 6, 7 and 8 students was recently held in the 

Otumoetai Intermediate School Hall, over two nights.  On the 19th October 2017, Year 7 and 8 students from afar-a-

field as Hastings, Taranaki, Taupo, Gisborne, Hamilton and of course teams from the Bay of Plenty put their heads 

together in an effort to win the mathematics problem-solving competition.  Thirty-one Year 7 teams and thirty-four 

Year 8 teams competed for medals, prizes and the trophy for the top team in each year group. 

 

Major Year 7 placings for the top team overall went to Tauranga Intermediate for first place, with Ilminster 

Intermediate second and Peachgrove Intermediate in third placing.  Otumoetai’s A team (Ashlyn Judkins, Reuben 

Timms and Tejeshwar Sandhu) and our B team (Michelle Clarke, Montana Wheeler and Ethan Roux) also achieved 

commendable placings – 14th and 8th respectively.  

 

In the Year 8 competition, the top teams were Peachgrove Intermediate in first place, with Bethlehem College second 

and Berkley Normal Middle School coming third.  Our A team (Luke Hunter, Anthony Wigley and Zachary Graham) 

came out 9th overall and our B team (Emily Wahab, Matthew Kirkwood and Aston Hamilton) achieved 11th placing – 

very commendable results! 

 

The Year 6 competition was held on the evening of 26th October 2017 and saw 46 teams from around the Bay playing 

off.  This year saw ACG School walking away with the Year 6 Top Team Trophy for 2017, with Bellevue Primary second 

and Omanu Primary in third place. (A notable, amazing result came from ACG’s Jed Gouldson in the Individual Round 

(10 problems in 10 minutes), who answered all 10 questions correctly in a staggering 3 minutes 19 seconds!!  That’s 

around 20 seconds per question – including reading time!!)  

 

We thank all our Otumoetai Intermediate students, parents and staff who assisted on each evening as markers, 

runners and in various other capacities.  Without that help and support the competition would not have been the 

success it was.  We are also indebted to the following firms and organisations for their support and sponsorship of 

the events:  Western Bay Energy for Education Trust (Major Sponsor), Noel Leeming Tauranga Branch (prizes for the 

Supporter’s Quiz), Palmers Garden Centre Bethlehem (Plants and shrubs for venue decoration), The Monaco 

Corporation (Casio Calculator prizes), ASB (pens for each competitor) and Brebner Print (pads of working-paper). 
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INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS SPORTS 

 

On Friday 3rd November 2017 the Sports Academy students provided a fun coaching session for the International 

Students and their buddies.  Students were split into groups to play sports such as kiwi tag, soccer, basketball, 

volleyball and softball.  The session was not only enjoyable but provided the International Students with some great 

skills.  Thank you very much Mrs Chappell and the Sports Academy students for organizing this wonderful event.  We 

hope you enjoyed it as much as we did. 
 

  

 

 

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS 

 

As you all know the school acknowledges students' successes by awarding colours at assembly to recognise students' 

achievement. The following is the criteria we have published on our school website: 

 

 The first level standards are green merit ribbons awarded to any student who achieves a number of criteria in 

mathematics, reading or writing. These are shown in each student's portfolio and based on our minimum 

standards for pupil achievement. 

 The second level colours are blue merit ribbons awarded to students for significant contributions in academic, 

cultural, sporting or citizenship categories. All students who represent the school in interschool activities will 

receive one of these awards. 

 The third and most prestigious award is a red Principal's Award. This award will be given at the end of the year to 

our most outstanding students. These students will have made significant contributions to the school across all 

four categories. Students can be nominated for awards by their teacher, coach and fellow students. 

 

There is also a variety of additional awards used to acknowledge service to the school such as library, etc. Home 

learning is also acknowledged for students who complete all tasks each term.  There is no limit to the number of 

awards each student can aspire to and students are encouraged to sew their merit awards onto their school jacket or 

jersey sleeve.   

 

This year we have also recognised individual student achievement outside of the school. This will be limited to 

students who are successful as representatives in regional and national competitions.  General participation in other 

activities will not earn a sporting or cultural colour but will be acknowledged in our school newsletter. 
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FINAL ASSEMBLY AND END OF YEAR AWARDS 

Friday 15th December 2017 at 11.00 am 

 

At this final assembly we will celebrate our students’ successes and present the school’s top award “The Principal’s 

Award” to students who have made outstanding contributions to the school and excelled across all four disciplines.  

These disciplines are:  citizenship, sports, cultural and academic attainment.  This is the 15th year we will be 

presenting these red ribbon awards to recognise the achievement of our top students.  The basis for selection will be 

“Student Involvement and Success” forms from their portfolios. Parents are invited to join us at this final assembly to 

celebrate the year 

 

Programme for Assembly: 

 Whole assembly singing National Anthem 

 Welcome and introduction – Deputy Principal or Student Leaders 

 Address by Mrs Fiona McTavish – Board of Trustees Chair 

 Principal’s Awards presented to Year 7 students (1st group) 

 School Leaders Speech  

 Principal’s Awards presented to Year 7 students (2nd group) 

 Address by Mr Popping – School Principal 

 Principal’s Awards presented to Year 8 students (1st group) 

 Music Academy Item 

 Principal’s Awards presented to Year 8 students (2nd group) 

 Closing comments by Mr Popping 

 Approximate finish time 1.00 pm 

 

 

 

END OF YEAR LIBRARY BOOK AMNESTY AND YEAR 8 SOCIAL 

 

A reminder that all outstanding fees are required to be paid and library books to  

be returned to our school by Wednesday 29th November 2017 prior to your  

child attending the Year 8 Social. 

 

 

 

CAMP AND EOTC REMINDER 
 

Just a reminder that the Year 7 camp at Ngatuhoa Lodge and the Year 8 outdoor education programme are due for 

payment in full before they attend any activities.   

 

The cost of the camp is $105.00 and cost of the outdoor education programme is $90.00. 
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2017 ICAS INTERNATIONAL EXAMS 
 

At Otumoetai Intermediate, any student who wishes to sit these international competitions may do so.  We encourage 

all students to give this a go and we congratulate all students who chose to participate in these exams.  Each student 

who achieved more than 50% on the national scale was presented with their academic award at assembly.  Particular 

congratulations to the following students who achieved higher awards: 

 

English Results 

 

Year 7 Credit (65%-88%)  

 Ella Douglas  

 Katie Elsom  

 Oliver Gore-Cerdeira  

 Gabrielle Lilley  

 Quin McQuoid 

 Quintin Pennell  

 Sophie Smith  

 Nina Turner 

 

Year 8 Credit (64%-88%) Year 8 Distinction (93-95%) 

 Miel Beck  Alaya Callinan 

 Ashton Blair  Megan Lake 

 Zachary Graham  Mackenzie Parkes 

 Annabel King  Emily Wahab 

 Natalie Malham  

 Georgia Murray Year 8 High Distinction (99%) 

 Samantha Reyes  Zoe Chapman 

 Dominik Thwaites  Caleb Everitt 

 Anthony Wigley  Luke Hunter 

 

Maths Results 

 

Year 7 Credit (64%-88%) Year 8 High Distinction (99%) 

 Oliver Gore-Cerdeira  Fynn Williamson 

 Sylvia Kim  

 Quin McQuoid 

 Quintin Pennell  

 Tejeshwar Sandhu 

 Sophie Smith  

 Reuben Timms 
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Year 8 Credit (66%-88%) Year 8 Distinction (91-95%) 

 Alaya Callinan  Moss Benton 

 Toby Elsom  Zoe Chapman 

 Caleb Everitt  Erik Gilbert 

 Cooper Filipo  Zachary Graham 

 Jack Fitzgerald  Luke Hunter 

 Harrison Green  Yeongjun Ko 

 Jeongmin Heo  Benjamin Louie 

 Megan Lake  Makaha Vieira-Gall 

 Ethan Landon  Emily Wahab 

 Georgia Murray 

 Mackenzie Parkes Year 8 High Distinction (99%) 

 Daniel Preston  Aston Hamilton 

 Rhys Stewart 

 Dominik Thwaites 

 Kalani Vieira-Gall 

 Anthony Wigley 

 

 

 

END OF YEAR SCHOOLHOPPER BUS  ARRANGEMENTS 
 

End of year arrangements for the SchoolHopper buses are as follows: 

 

 Buses 411, 559 and 657 finish at 12.30 pm on Friday 15th December 2017. 

 

 

 

2018 STATIONERY ORDERS 
 

A reminder that if you are purchasing stationery from our school, these packs need to be ordered and paid for by Friday 

8th December 2017.   

 

Please make cheques payable to:  OTUMOETAI INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL and attach to the order form.  If paying by 

cash, please ensure the correct money is placed in an envelope attached to the order form.   If you wish to direct 

credit the payment to the school account, please credit to:  12-3407-0029060-00 using your child’s name as a 

reference.  EFTPOS is available at the school office. 

 

Please note:  Hats will be available for purchase from the school office ($10.00) 9.00 am to 2.00 pm from Tuesday 

30th January 2018.  People who have pre-ordered and pre-paid for stationery packs may also collect these from the 

school office 9.00 am to 2.00 pm from Tuesday 30th January 2018. 
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PICKING UP AND DROPPING OFF STUDENTS 
 

Parents and Caregivers become part of the solution 

 

Please pre-plan your pick up and drop off of students at the car park Carlton St reserve off Ngatai Road avoid Charles 

Street altogether and let your student walk up to the school. The Carlton St reserve off Ngatai Road below the school 

provides plenty of free vehicle parks and students can walk safely to and from school. 

 

The congestion in Charles Street becomes unsafe and it is important for buses to use this area. It would also leave 

this small street accessible for parents picking up a student in emergencies. Please consider a healthier safer 

alternative of parking and walking. 

 

 

Safety Concerns in School Carpark 

 

Some mornings before school there are sports training sessions.  Consequently, there are often students around our 

school earlier than normal. All too often we are seeing parents who are clearly in a hurry to drop their child off and get 

to their own work, who drive into the front carpark at really excessive speeds.  They usually then continue with the 

speed and exit by the recycling and clothes bins towards the college. Others drive into the exits at similar speeds. 

Numerous times, other drivers have had to stop their car, or get out of the way on foot as this happens.  

 

Our main concern is for those students on foot who are also early for a training session. We would like to appeal to 

our parents dropping off a student to put student safety first when entering or exiting our car park. 

 

CHOOSE SAFETY OVER CONVENIENCE. REDUCE CHAOS AT OUR SCHOOL GATE. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2018 DIGITAL TECH SUPPORT FEE 
 

A reminder that the 2018 technical support fee of $100.00 for students with chrome books is due for payment by 

17th November 2017.  If you would like to pay by direct credit via internet banking, the school bank account no is 12-

3407-0029060-00.  Please include your child’s name and ‘chrome book fee’ with the payment. 
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COMMUNICATING WITH PARENTS 
 

More and more of our school information is available electronically and we have two apps which are great for your 

mobile phones.  The Findus App at www.findus.co.nz/otumoetaiintermediateschool enables you to access the 

information shown below.  The PTC App enables you to access our school calendar directly on your mobile phone.  

This is updated regularly.  All families who have provided us with their email addresses have been loaded onto our 

School-Links system and will receive notifications and other school information. 

 

 

 
Don't forget to update our school app!  

 

 

http://www.findus.co.nz/otumoetaiintermediateschool
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SPORTS AND CULTURAL NEWS 

 

Out of School Sports/Cultural Activities: 

 

Athletics 

Neisha Moore competed in the Matamata Ribbon Day and placed with the following placements: 

 

 4th in Long Jump 

 3rd in Shot Put 

 1st in Discus 

 3rd in 200m 

 3rd in 400m 

 1st in 100m 

 1st in 800m 

 

Badminton 

Matthew O’Connor competed in the Under 15 New Zealand Badminton Nationals in the holidays. He umpired and 

played and won Umpire of the Championship.  He also recently won at the Bay of Plenty Badminton Awards - Technical 

Official of the   year (a category for senior and junior players).   

 

Basketball 

Manawa Marston has been selected to go to an Under 12 Basketball Jamboree in Australia.  She also played in an 

Under 13 Rotorua tournament on Labour weekend which her team won and played in the Under 13 Northern Regional 

Championships and came third place but  went on to win the following weekend in Rotorua. 

 

Canoe Slalom 

Hazel Blissett placed 2nd in the club race. 

 

Cricket 

Nico Brown has been named in the Coastlands age group Rep Team. 

 
Joel Griffiths has been selected to play for Cricket Bay of Plenty in Blue 7a Rep team. 

 

Rachel Wahab and Melany Sinclair made the Bay of Plenty Under 14 girls cricket 

team to play at the Kaipara Under 14 Invitation Cricket Tournament on November 

5th and 6th. Girls were selected from throughout the Bay including Tauranga, Taupo 

and Rotorua.  They played against other teams from the Northern Districts region. 

The Bay girls won their first two games against Counties/Manakau and Hamilton, 

and narrowly lost the final (by 13 runs) to Northland.  Rachel and Melany both 

played well, scoring runs and taking wickets.  

 

The Bay of Plenty under 14 team is the first step in Bay of Plenty Cricket women's cricket pathway, which follows on 

from the highly successful GoGirl Development programme managed by Bay of Plenty Crickets women's development 

officer, Rebecca Yee. 
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Martial Arts 

The following students competed at the Taekwondo 2017 Under 18 Series at Rose Hill College in Auckland with these 

results  

 

 Dakota Filer – placed 2nd in Patterns and 2nd in Sparring.   

 Paige Roach – placed 1st in Sparring and 3rd in Patterns and Speciality. 

 

Jack Baker was awarded his Dojo Black Belt after successfully passing his Karate Grading. He trains with Karate BOP 

in the style of Shotokan Karate and now sits as the second highest rank in the club. 

 

Rock Climbing 

Eva Karena recently competed at a Regional Rock Climbing Competition and placed 1st in the Under 14 Girls. 

 

Rowing 

Rhys Stewart rowed for BOP placing 4th and 8th in the Quad and 5th in the 8’s.  Zoe Chapman competed at the Bay 

Coast Rowing and placed 3rd in the Girls Under 15 coxed, 1st  in the women's novice coxed quad sculls and 3rd in the 

Girls Under 15 coxed sculls. 

 

Running  

Zac Graham placed 1st overall in the Omokoroa Coastal Challenge 5km run. 

 

Squash 

Toby Elsom received his Trophy from Dame Susan Devoy after winning the Devoy Squash 

Tournament for Junior Boys Division.  

 

Surf Life Saving 

Mia Gardiner also competed at the NZ Pool Champs for surf lifesaving and placed 3 x 2nd and 1 x 3rd. 
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COMMUNITY NOTICES 
 

EDVENTURE SUMMER CAMPS – WIN A SURFBOARD 

We have three great camps coming up these summer holidays: 

8-13 yr olds, OSCAR available, Free pick up/drop off. 

BOOK NOW and you could win a surfboard! 

www.edventure.co.nz 

- Edventure Surf Camp, Jan 15-19 

- Edventure Summer Camp Jan 22-26 

- Edventure Great Outdoors Camp  Jan 29 - Feb 2 

 

THE SEWING ROOM 

15% Discount on all School Uniform Alterations 

10 Linklater Ave, Cherrywood (from 13/12/17) 

Phone: 07-577 6063 

Tuesday-Friday 9.30-5.30 pm 

Saturday by appointment (please phone) 

 

 

http://www.edventure.co.nz/
https://maps.google.com/?q=10+Linklater+Ave&entry=gmail&source=g
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