Wednesday 15th June 2022

Dear parents, caregivers, students and friends of the school.
Tena koutou katoa. Ngā mihi nui ki a koutou katoa.

Although winter is upon us, our school continues to be a vibrant and active place.
Last week we registered our teams for the 2022 ZESPRI AIMS GAMES. This week we have
been able to enter invitational Teams in Boys Futsal and Girls 7-aside Rugby. This is to
even up the draws in those sports.
Preparations are also in full swing for Showcase which is our annual production. This will be held in week two
of next term.
At Ōtūmoetai Intermediate School we believe that your children deserve to have the best teachers in New
Zealand. Consequently, we place a huge, unrelenting focus on teacher professional development and
engaging with the best experts we can find to work with our teaching staff. The outcome is every child who
attends our school will have their learning accelerated over the two years they are with us.
We are constantly looking for continuous improvement and are currently embedding the work done with
Learning Matters Ltd in 2021 to enhance the capacity of staff to help students with diverse neurological needs.
For further information about this visit: https://www.learningmatters.co.nz/
All classes are having a real focus on student learning and we will be meeting and reporting to you as parents
on Thursday 7th July 2022. These conferences will run throughout the whole day from 8:00 am to 8:00 pm.
Meetings will be for 15 minutes to allow the teacher to discuss your child’s learning with you and your child,
without being rushed.
We ask that you keep your child at home for the day except to accompany you to school for your learning
conversation. The school will be open to supervise any students who do not have alternative care
arrangements.
PLEASE NOTE: At any time during the year, you are welcome to make an appointment with your child’s teacher
to discuss their learning or pastoral care.
Ngā Mihi Nui

Henk Popping
PRINCIPAL

Proud sponsors of Ōtūmoetai Intermediate School
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ARTICLE: WHY GIRLS ARE GROWING UP YOUNGER

To read the full article please click on the below link
https://www.rnz.co.nz/national/programmes/afternoons/audio/2018845086/l-platers-why-girls-are-growing-upyounger

TAKITIMU HOMEWORK HUB
Tēnā koutou , Bula, Talofa, Kia Orana, Mauri,
Ōtūmoetai College has extended an invitation for all Māori and Pasifika students in Year 7 and 8 to attend their
homework club sessions this term. These are held each Wednesday afternoon from 3:30pm-5:00pm in J3 at
Ōtūmoetai College. Students are invited to bring their homework with them and receive assistance from teachers
and parents with their learning. Parent/ whānau support is encouraged, so feel free to come along too. Any
queries can be directed to Mrs. Kerrin Andrews - kandrews@otuinter.school.nz

MID-YEAR PARENT-TEACHER CONFERENCES REMINDER
When:
Time:

Thursday 7th July 2022
8:00 am to 8:00 pm

On Thursday 7th July 2022, Parent-Teacher conferences will run throughout the whole day and will be of 15-minute
duration. This is to allow parents to have quality discussions with the teacher around their child’s learning and
progress at school. We ask all parents to keep their child at home for the day except to accompany you to school for
your meeting with the teacher. The school will be open to supervise any students who do not have alternative care
arrangements.
Interviews will be booked through www.parentinterviews.co.nz. Students will be given information on 23rd June 2022
with detailed instructions on how to book interview times. This will include a unique booking code.
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EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT INFORMATION FOR
PARENTS AND CAREGIVERS
Key risks for our
school

In addition to planning for events such as fires, earthquakes and pandemics, we also
specifically plan for tsunami, flooding and armed intruders due to our location.

Incident
Management
Team

Henk Popping, Principal
John Stanley, Deputy Principal and Acting Principal as required
Richard Smith, Deputy Principal.

Preparing for and
practising our
plan

Activities and systems our school has in place to support emergency management planning
and response:

Emergency kit

Our emergency response kit is kept in the school office. It contains the following:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Board Meeting standing agenda items.
Staff meetings.
Staff induction processes.
Staff admin book.
Classroom emergency procedures at all entry and exit points.
Discussion with students about fire, earthquake, evacuation drills.
First aid training for staff and year 8 students.
Lockdown drills.

Solar-powered radio.
Hand cranked and solar powered torches.
Evacuation key for school speaker system control box in foyer.
Emergency blankets.
First aid equipment.
Asthma emergency kit.
Bollard removal key for front gate.

Students with diabetes and or other medical conditions are encouraged to keep emergency
supplies in their bags at all times in addition to their kit in the office.
We also keep a supply of blankets and milo for students who need additional support.
There is an Automated External Defibrillator available in our school foyer.
Reviewing the
plan

We will review our plan regularly as part of our Health and Safety procedures with at least one
review a year.

Communication
in an emergency

We will communicate with parents and caregivers in an emergency through the following:
• E-text.
• Email.
• Facebook.
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•

If internet, mobile and phone lines are down we will communicate through local radio
stations.

All communication will come from the school Principal or the Board of Trustees chairperson.
Authorised
persons to uplift
your child

We will only release children to parents, caregivers and emergency contacts already approved
by the parent/caregiver for that purpose.
Parents and caregivers are reminded each term to update their child’s information if things
have changed.
Students will not be permitted to leave the school site without a designated parent, caregiver
or emergency contact person.

Evacuations

The school has an evacuation process where all students, staff and visitors move quickly to
the top field beside the bottom astroturf.
We use the school speaker system to communicate evacuation alarms or to initiate a lock
down.

Shelter in place
and lockdown

In the case of a lockdown, students and teachers will shelter in their own classrooms or the
nearest classroom / school building if outside. Doors will be locked, blinds drawn and students
asked to sit under their desks out of visual sight.
Parents and caregivers:
•
•

•
•
•

If we need to bring everyone inside in a lock down, with the exception of emergency
services, we won’t be letting anyone in to the school once we have shut our doors.
Please wait for information and instruction from us and do not come to the school until
asked to do so, even if it is the end of the day. Arriving when we are still managing an
emergency could put you, your child and our staff at risk.
We will continue to provide the very best care we can to keep your child as safe as possible.
If needed and when it is safe to do so, we will ask you to come and collect your child.
For some shelter in place events, there won’t be any need for your child to be picked up as
the school will continue as normal after the event has ended.
In the case of an earthquake, fire, flooding or tsunami, a decision will be made regarding the
safest place for students, staff and visitors to gather / shelter.

Reunification
process

Our reunification process following an emergency event is as follows:
•
•
•

•

Students are to remain on our school site, supervised by teaching and support staff.
Parents will be kept informed regarding our emergency event and if required asked to pick
up their child from school.
We have up to date class lists and parent contact details in an emergency folder held at
the office. This will be used to tick off students as they leave with their parent or designated
emergency contact person.
If our school site has no safe place for shelter, we will move everyone off site to a safe
shelter and advise parents accordingly.
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The school will continue to supervise and care for students whose parents / emergency
contacts are unable to pick them up and will do so until all students have been safely reunited
with their families.
Supporting
children after an
emergency event

Support for students following an emergency event:
•
•
•

We will provide your child with age-appropriate information about the event.
We will monitor all children to identify if there are any wellbeing concerns.
If you have any concerns about your child please speak with us. We have support
mechanisms we can access to provide you and your child with the help you need.

If you would like any further information about our emergency management planning – please contact our Principal;
Henk Popping or John Stanley, Deputy Principal.

PARKING/DRIVING AROUND OUR KURA
The Ōtūmoetai Intermediate School area will be visited regularly by Travel Safe, TCC Parking and Police to help
maintain safety for all children using the area. Please remember to practise safe parking behaviour, obey the road
rules, and choose safety over convenience.
Please note a new Tauranga City Council Traffic Camera is monitoring both Charles
Street and Windsor Road for parking infringements.

A friendly reminder:
•

Bike, walk, scooter to school to help reduce congestion - be fit and healthy.

•

Not to stop or park on yellow lines.

•

The school car park is not a safe area to park during pick up and drop off times.

•

Not to double park alongside other vehicles to pick up and drop off students.

•

Park safely. Parking on grass verges can make it difficult for students to see and be seen.

•

Pre-plan a meeting place with your son/daughter away from school to help reduce congestion.

•

Recommended parking is on Queen Street, Ngatai Road, Margaret Road, the bottom end of Anne Road.

•

Drivers – stop at the pedestrian crossing if there are people waiting to cross.

•

Pedestrians -please ensure vehicles have stopped in both directions before stepping out on the crossing.

•

When school road patrols are operating please pay attention to their instructions.
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ANNUAL FOOD BANK APPEAL 2022
This term, our school is going to participate in the annual School Appeal for our community Foodbank. Our official
appeal dates are in week seven, from Monday the 13th June to Friday the 17th of June. A box will be delivered
to each classroom to fill. In the last year, Tauranga Food Bank gave out enough food for more than 220,300
meals helping 18,365 people in our community with food, 9,794 of these people were children.
The Foodbank is made up of 60 volunteers and they have given more than 13,000 hours of volunteer work in the
last 12 months to run the Foodbank. This is a very worthwhile cause and a great opportunity for us to give to our
community and show care and kindness. The people in our community who get support from our foodbank are
very grateful for your generosity.
A little goes a long way:
You won’t see it, but you can make a huge difference in the lives of people in need. Your donations will send kids
to school with breakfast and lunch and provide evening meals for families feeling financial pressure.
The Foodbank relies on your generosity to ensure families throughout Tauranga have something to put on the
table. It doesn’t have to be a lot, everything is used and nothing goes to waste.
Every Donation Helps:
Every week, thousands of New Zealanders rely on food parcels. Sadly there is often not enough in the food banks,
to meet everyone’s needs. Every donation big or small helps to make a huge difference in our community.
We have 927 students and 79 staff members. Imagine the impact we could make as a school, if we all participated
in this and gave a little something.
The Foodbank has a wish list, they need food items that do not perish. They suggest things like; tinned soup,
tinned fish, long-life milk, creamed corn, canned vegetables, cereals like cornflakes, Weet-bix and rice bubbles.
Toiletries like soap and baking supplies such as cocoa, icing sugar and flour.
All of these things last a long time and can be stored on a shelf and don’t need to be refrigerated.
If you are bringing things from home, please check the use by date hasn’t expired and all food items must be
sealed and not have been opened.
“Wherever there is a human in need, there is an opportunity for kindness and to make a difference.”
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STUDENTS GOING ON HOLIDAY DURING TERM TIME
We are noticing the increasing number of families who are removing their child from school to travel on holiday during
term time. This practice is not condoned and we draw your attention to the following Ministry of Education website:
https://parents.education.govt.nz/primary-school/your-child-at-school/making-sure-your-child-attends-school-everyday/
Excerpts from the Ministry of Education website are as follows:

Making sure your child attends school every day
Going to school every day is really important if children are to achieve and succeed. As parents
and carers, it's up to you to make sure your child attends school every day, from when they first
start school until they are 16.

Does my child have to go to school every day?
Yes, your child must go to school every day. Under the Education Act 1989, parents and carers
of school children up to 16 years old can be prosecuted if their child is away from school without
a good reason.

Why do they need to go every day?
Going to school every day really is the key to getting the best out of school because:
•
•
•
•
•

it sets up good habits for going to school right from day one;
learning to read, write and do maths takes a lot of practice and is easier to master if your
child goes to school regularly;
each day is a chance to learn something new;
school offers your child regular, dedicated help to master the many skills they need;
it teaches your child life skills like commitment, being reliable, having a good work ethic and
sticking with things when they get hard.

What if my child needs to be away from school?
Your child should go to school every day, but sometimes they might need to be away from school
because they are too sick to attend, have an appointment or need to be at a tangi or funeral.
If your child is going to be away from school you should let the school know as soon as possible.
Check what your school’s process is for letting them know about absences. You will need to let
them know that your child will be away, why and for how long.
Your child’s safety and wellbeing is a priority for the school. If your child doesn’t turn up to school
they will be concerned for their safety. If the school doesn’t hear from you, they will get in touch
with you to make sure your child is okay.
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Can I take my child out of school during term time to go on holiday?
No, a holiday is not a good enough reason to take your child out of school, so holidays should be
planned outside of term time. Events like a birthday or a special day’s shopping aren’t
considered valid reasons for being away from school either.

What if my child is often off school sick?
If your child misses a lot of school because of a serious illness you may be able to get help from
a regional health school. There are three regional health schools, based in Auckland, Wellington
and Christchurch. Together they service the whole country, including remote areas. The teachers
can work with children both at home and in hospital. You can contact them directly:
•

Northern Health School
Phone 0800 153 002

•

Central Regional Health School
Phone 0800 153 000

•

Southern Regional Health School
Phone 03 366 6739

Does my child have to attend religious teaching or sex education at school?
No, these are times when your child doesn't have to legally attend lessons - you can ask for your
child to be exempt from religious teaching or sex education lessons.

What can I do to make sure my child is going to school?
The key here is to make school the priority. There are things you can do at home, and things you
can work side by side with the school on.
At home
•
talk to your children about why it is important to go to school every day – ask them what they
want to be in the future. Their education is the key to doing well in life
•
be positive about school;
•
set good habits about going to school from day one;
•
prepare your children the night before school - make sure they have done their homework;
•
have a good morning routine that gets them to school on time, relaxed and with everything
they need;
•
don't let them have the day off just because they would rather be at home;
•
keep absences due to sickness to times when your child is actually sick - don't keep them at
home when you know that they are just nervous about school – talk to the school who can
help your child overcome this;
•
know about your child's school life - ask questions, listen to your child. This will make it easier
to pick up on any issues they might be having;
•
keep family holidays outside of term-time, as every day at school is an opportunity to build
skills, and repetition is critical for learning – especially for primary school children;
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•

don’t overload them – school may be exhausting for your child so make sure they have some
downtime after school to relax and have a break.

Working with the school
•
build a strong relationship with the school and teachers to improve communication – it’s
easier to talk to them if a problem arises;
•
get involved with the school - volunteer for parent help, go on school trips, help out on the
PTA. It helps you to get to know the teacher and the school, and it shows your child that you
prioritise their schooling;
•
learn your school’s process for letting them know about absences, and contact them as soon
as you know your child is not going to be at school that day;
•
talk to the teacher or principal if your child is reluctant to go to school, and work together to
problem solve.

What can I do if my child refuses to go to school?
This can be really upsetting. Talk to your child about why they don’t want to go. Be supportive.
There may be a reason, like:
•
•
•
•
•

not getting on with some of the other children;
bullying;
feeling too much pressure in their learning;
a health issue, like wetting their pants;
a problem with their teacher or other staff member.

Talk to your child’s teacher or principal straight away. Whatever the reason, you won’t be the first
parent to talk to the school about that type of situation. Your school will have some good advice,
and you’ll be able to work together to help your child. If you have a really serious concern about
a teacher or other staff member, or suspect your child is in danger you can contact the Ministry
of Education, the New Zealand Education Council or the New Zealand Police.
Further information:
•
•
•

Contact your local Ministry of Education office
Contact the New Zealand Education Council
Contact the New Zealand police

Every day counts towards your child's learning.

Please Note:
The school position is that our teachers should not be expected to provide additional work for the student
on holiday either before or after the holiday period. It is up to the holidaying child to catch up to the rest of
their peers when they return to class.
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AUSTRALASIAN ICAS COMPETITIONS
At Ōtūmoetai Intermediate we encourage our students to enter the Australasian ICAS competition. Below is a timetable
of dates and the cost of each exam. Please note that this year there will be no Writing or Spelling Bee exams. The
closing dates for payment are as below and no late entries will be accepted.
If you would like your child to sit any of these exams, you will need to log in and purchase the ICAS exam papers from
the Australian ICAS site. You will need to log into: https://shop.icasassessments.com/pages/pps and enter our
code: JRT572. This takes you to a page where you can purchase past papers or enter your child’s details as below.
Once you have clicked on the ‘Save Student’ button, you can tick the 2022 ICAS exams you wish to purchase. You
can then either add another student or proceed to payment options.

Closing Date for 2022
Payments/Entries

Sitting Dates for
2022 Competitions

Cost

Digital

Monday 1st August 2022

Tuesday 9th August 2022

$18.40

English

Monday 1st August 2022

Monday 15th August 2022

$18.40

Science

Monday 1st August 2022

Tuesday 23rd August 2022

$18.40

Mathematics

Monday 1st August 2022

Monday 29th August 2022

$18.40

WET WEATHER AFTER SCHOOL
ARRANGEMENTS
Please discuss with your child your plan for after school pick up if it is raining as the office phone is for emergency
only. We have many students who are requesting to use the office phone as they don’t know their after-school
arrangements on wet days.
Traffic is very busy on wet days and a good pick up point is at Carlton Reserve as there is plenty of car parking spaces
available and students can walk to Carlton Reserve from behind Rooms 21 to 26.
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SPORTS NEWS
Inter-Intermediate Sports
Badminton
Students went to the Badminton Super 11 tournament in Whakatane recently and
a great day was had by all.

Mountain Biking
Students recently entered the BOP/Poverty Bay Mountain Biking Competition. The students had a great day in the
muddy and wet conditions. Ōtūmoetai Intermediate dominated the final with seven riders. Jaxon Mair took out the
win with Daniel Mason chasing hard for second place.
In the girls event, the top five girls qualifying for finals saw Sovann Thompson make it through with Emily Baker and
Sam Calderwood narrowly missing out. In the team’s event based on
points over the heats, OIS Team 2 Dylan Beca, Sam R, Sol Osbourne,
Gus and Savaan- got the silver medal. OIS Team 1 -Jaxon, Daniel,
William, Griff and Sam C- got the bronze.
A huge thanks to the parents who transported and supported the
students throughout the day. A particular thank you to the team
managers, Dan Necklen, Janine Fox-Mason and Bruce Beca who had
a wealth of experience and a great support for the riders.

School Cross Country:
Ōtūmoetai Intermediate School held their school cross country on 27th May 2022 with the following results:
•
•
•
•

Year 7 Girls:
Year 8 Girls:
Year 7 Boys:
Year 8 Boys:

1st place – Kate Faitl, 2nd place – Lucy Pennington and 3rd place – Piper Rickey.
1st place - Isabelle Duske, 2nd place – Maia Basile and 3rd place – Sophie Young.
1st place – Massi Eleftheriou, 2nd place – Harry Stewart and 3rd place – Lewis Jamieson.
1st place – Arlo Arnott, 2nd place – Sol Osbourne and 3rd place – Dylan Beca.
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ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS
Support Ōtūmoetai Intermediate School –
Get your new Entertainment Membership today
The 2022 | 2023 Entertainment Memberships are here, with exclusive offers for everything you love to do. With
Entertainment there are thousands of experiences you can enjoy, while raising funds for the things you care about.
Visit https://www.entertainmentnz.com/ to order your new membership today.
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COMMUNITY NOTICES
EVES CHERRYWOOD
Proud to be local
The Team at Eves Cherrywood has a wealth of ‘real estate knowledge’ and are
proud to be local. Many of the team themselves were educated at both
Ōtūmoetai Intermediate and Ōtūmoetai College plus several have had
their own children attend or attending both schools.
Along with Property Manager, Kim Royden-Watts they are dedicated ‘Ōtūmoetai’
people and enjoy being involved in the community.
Manager Gordon Stewart and his team at Eves Cherrywood would welcome
the opportunity to work with you on your next real estate adventure.
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EDVENTURE YOUNG EXPLORERS CAMP
July 18th to 22nd, 8-13 year olds, $525.00, OSCAR available.
We have an awesome week planned that includes rock climbing, archery,
target shooting, bush walks, orienteering, team building and confidence activities.
A typical ‘Kiwi Outdoors’ camp with an emphasis on mountain safety and bush
survival skills.
Planned and run by local teacher, Todd Burton, based at
Aongatete Outdoor Education Centre, this one’s going to be awesome!
Drop off/ Pick Up: Hamilton, Tauranga or at the venue.
More info and to book now visit www.edventure.co.nz,
Phone 021 0224 1576 or email mark@edventure.co.nz
See you on your next EDVENTURE
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