Wednesday 25th May 2022

Dear parents, caregivers, students and friends of the school.
Tena koutou katoa. Ngā mihi nui ki a koutou katoa.

We are four weeks into the second term and school is a busy place. Lots of new sports
have started and the Incredible Minds programme is in full swing. A number of classes
have been involved in “Education Outside The Classroom” (EOTC) activities. This term
all classes have a focus on science and it is great to see the learning and active
engagement that is going on throughout the school.
Our school endeavours to provide our students with a wide variety of opportunities in sports, culture and the
arts. One of the most popular events on our calendar is the Wearable Arts Competition.
Many students have expressed an interest in being involved and the theme is ‘Inspired by The Beach.
Costumes will need to be ready by Thursday 23rd June 2022. Students will be asked to display their costumes
in the afternoon. The costumes will be shown off again in our Showcase Extravaganza during week 2 of Term
3.
We continue to celebrate our students’ cultural and family heritage. By mid-term, all students will have had
their photo placed on our Heritage Wall in the School Library. It is important to us that every student has a
sense of belonging in our school and that their family’s culture and heritage is valued.
You, as parents/caregivers, along with family members, are invited and most welcome to come along to see
the wall for yourself. You will have an opportunity when you come along to our parent teacher interviews on
Thursday 7th July 2022.
Our School Cross Country is being held this coming Friday, 27th May 2022. Parents and whanau, you are most
welcome to join us. We would love to see you come along in support of your son or daughter. The event kicks
off at 9:00am.
Ngā Mihi Nui

Henk Popping
PRINCIPAL

Proud sponsors of Ōtūmoetai Intermediate School
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SCHOOL UNIFORM
A new uniform was introduced from the start of 2021 to replace the
old uniform. The old uniform is being phased out over two years and
may still be worn in 2022.
The Board of Trustees decided to sell the new uniform exclusively
online through Argyle Clothing from Auckland. This enables the Board
to keep the cost of the uniform affordable to our families and to
maintain quality of supply.
For more information and to order your uniform, please click on the following link:
•

www.argyleonline.co.nz and click on ‘Shop ArgyleOnLine’ and scroll down to our school.

New innovations include a wider variety of items and the ability to provide bespoke items for students who may:
•
•
•

Need different sizes from those normally offered.
Require longer skirts for cultural and religious purposes.
Wish to wear cultural items such as a lava-lava.

If you would like your child to try on the uniform before purchasing please contact Michele Fogarty at
mfogarty@otuinter.school.nz to arrange a suitable time. You will also be given assistance to order online while at
school.

Uniform Options:
From Argyle Clothing:
•

Polo top

$36.00

•

Dress shorts

$39.00

•

Skirt

$54.50

•

Track pants

$65.00

•

Softshell jacket

$110.00

•

Sweatshirt

$59.00

•

Lava-lava

$55.00 (ordered through school, not online)

•

Sports shorts

$24.50 (compulsory for Physical Education)

•

Sports top

$46.00 (compulsory for Physical Education)

•

Raincoat

$55.00 (only offered once a year towards the end of term 1 and sold through school not
online)
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From School:
•
•

Beanies plain black. No logos or badges.
Sunhats. We have four styles available: military style cap, baseball cap, wide
brimmed hat, bucket hat (all in black). No logos, badges or stickers.

NB: If students wish to provide their own hats they must be the same as above
without logos, badges or stickers.

Footwear:
•
•
•

Black shoes overall (white soles, grey or white logos acceptable).
Black sandals.
Black or white ankle socks. (these must be plain with no logos or insignia)

Students should wear shoes with soles no thicker than 3cm and with the front of the foot fully covered. The shoes
must be predominantly black overall. Logos or other insignia in another colour other than black, grey or white are not
acceptable. Where shoes have laces they may be black or white as purchased and must be done up.
Boots (any footwear that comes over the ankle including sandals), high heeled shoes and sports type shoes with other
colours than black or white are not acceptable.
Students may wear their black shoes or sandals all year round.
The school encourages parents to buy shoes made of leather for weather proofing and hygiene reasons, however, this
is at parents’ discretion.

Clothing that is not acceptable at school:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Non-school uniform items unless during a mufti day.
Non-school hoodies, jackets and other tops.
Sports tights worn on their own.
¾ length stockings or tights.
High socks.
Bandanas.

Winter Options for terms two and three:
•

The students may wear black stockings or black tights under their black skirt.

•

The students are able to wear a black, grey, green or yellow scarf.
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Grooming Bylaw:
The school’s grooming bylaw is intended to be age appropriate yet inclusive of all cultures and religious beliefs. Our
focus is on students being able to learn in a supportive environment without unnecessary distractions.

Expectations:
•

All students are to wear their uniform correctly and with pride to and from school each day.

•

All students are expected to look natural in appearance.

•

Only hair colours in the natural human hair range are acceptable. Purple, orange, lime green etc are not
acceptable.

•

Hair must be well groomed and tidy.

•

Long hair must be tied back during technology classes.

Jewellery permitted at school:
•

Plain studs, plain sleeper or a spacer less than 10mm may be worn in each ear.

•

Watch.

•

Medic Alert bracelet.

•

One neckllace which can be either a thin, plain chain or leather thong with or without a small attachment.

•

Taonga such as a religious pendant, greenstone pendant or bone carving. (These may be worn in full view but
will need to be tucked under the top in the hard materials workshop.)

•

Religious bracelet.

•

Hair ties.

•

One small nose stud.

Jewellery not permitted at school
•

For health and safety reasons, dangling earrings of any length are not permitted.

•

Rings.

•

Nose rings.

•

Bangles or bracelets.

•

Neckbands, thick chains, pearl or bead necklaces.

•

Ankle adornments.

•

Visible body piercings other than a plain nose stud.

Cultural or Religious considerations:
•

Variations to the school’s grooming bylaw for religious or cultural reasons will be treated on a case-by-case basis.
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Keeping Sun Smart
The school takes student health and wellbeing seriously and actively promotes the SLIP,SLOP,SLAP and WRAP sun
smart message from the New Zealand Cancer Society. We encourage students to put on sunblock before coming to
school, wear a hat and sunglasses.

Sun Hats:
All students are expected to wear a sunhat during the summer terms and these are compulsory items in terms one
and four. They can be purchased from the School Resource Room.

Sunglasses:
Sunglasses are an optional item that we encourage students to wear in the summer terms. They should be black,
preferably a wraparound style and have a UV rating.

Why We Believe Sunglasses at School are Important:
As soon as the sun comes out, we all know we should slap on sunscreen and put on a hat to protect ourselves against
ultraviolet rays. These can burn the skin, causing premature ageing and cancer. What many people don't realise is
that UV rays can also cause serious and potentially irreversible damage to our eyes. In fact, eyes are ten times more
sensitive to UV light than the skin, according to the British Eye Care Trust.
It is children who are most at risk, because younger eyes have bigger pupils and clearer lenses, allowing up to 70 per
cent more UV light to reach the retina than an adult's eye does.
Worldwide, experts are urging adults and children to wear sunglasses as soon as the sun comes out - winter or
summer. Even when it is overcast, UV light penetrates into the eyes and experts advise wearing sunglasses whenever
the UV rating is three or higher.
Sun damage is linked to serious eye problems such as age-related macular degeneration (AMD), the leading cause of
irreversible blindness in the industrial world. Sunlight is also linked to other eye conditions including cataracts,
pterygia (benign growths on the white of the eye, which can end up blocking vision) and skin cancer of the eyelid. Very
bright sunlight - reflected off sand, snow, water or the pavement - can cause immediate damage to the cornea, the
eye's surface.
One of the most effective ways to protect our eyes is to wear sunglasses.

On the next pages are examples of what are and what are not
acceptable uniform or grooming items at our school:

Ōtūmoetai Intermediate School Newsletter: Volume 6 2022

Page 4

Wednesday 25th May 2022

Ōtūmoetai Intermediate School Newsletter: Volume 6 2022

Page 5

Wednesday 25th May 2022

Ōtūmoetai Intermediate School Newsletter: Volume 6 2022

Page 6

Wednesday 25th May 2022

Ōtūmoetai Intermediate School Newsletter: Volume 6 2022

Page 7

Wednesday 25th May 2022

GRANDPARENTS DAY HEADS UP
Friday 2 nd December 2022
After hugely successful Grandparents Days in 2020, 2018 and 2016, we are pleased to invite our students’
grandparents once again this year to join us on Friday 2nd December 2022. This is an opportunity for them to
experience their grandchild’s class, share in their learning activities and get a feel for activities offered school wide.
Please note: Because of the COVID-19 environment, we will arrange for most activities to be undertaken outside or
in well ventilated areas. Masks will also be encouraged as needed.

What It Will Look Like:
8:45 am

School starts.
Grandparents invited to join their
grandchild’s home class for the first block. The students
will be delighted to share what they are doing at school and
there will be shared activities for the grandparents and
their grandchildren to complete in class.

10:40 am

Morning tea will be provided for grandparents in the hall
and marquees. Staff will mix and mingle with grandparents
informally.
We are asking that all students with
grandparents coming, to bring a plate of food for their
grandparents’ morning tea. They will be asked to bring
these to the hall before school.

11:00 am

Our grandparents will be hosted by the specialist teachers
and students from the Incredible Minds Programme.

12:00 pm

Lunch time
Grandparents are able to take their grandchildren away
from school for the afternoon with parent’s permission.
This opportunity is provided to enable grandparents to
spend an enjoyable afternoon with their grandchild.

1:00 pm

School returns to a normal afternoon for the rest of the
school.

All students will bring home further information closer to the time regarding this.
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SCHOOL FUN DAY OUT
Parents and whanau were invited to join us at this school event to celebrate our return to term two and a more normal
life at school. The students participated in a range of fun activities with their friends from across the school. The day
was reliant on students being able to manage themselves rather than being highly regulated by staff.
Each student was provided with a free juicy and a sausage sizzle was held for those wanting to buy a sausage in bread
and there was a coffee cart available for those parents who were able to join us.
It was the first time our parents and whanau were able to join us at a school event this year and it was great the see
the number of parents and whanau that were able to come along.
A great day was had by all!
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NATIONAL YOUNG LEADER DAY 2022
On Thursday 12th May, it was very cold, the stars were still out and the Manukura Students and the Student Leaders
all gathered early, ready to get on the bus to head to Hamilton for National Young Leaders Day. This year’s theme:
Resilience. Kia mate ururoa, kei mate whekeo – fight like a shark not like an octopus. The ability to bounce back after
challenges, setbacks, or tough times. We’ve all done a bit of “bouncing back” during the pandemic.
All of this year’s speakers have developed resilience and we were all keen to hear their stories. First, we heard from
William Pike, Kiwi explorer, inspirational speaker and the founder of the William Pike Challenge. Losing a leg after
becoming trapped during a volcanic eruption on Mt Ruapehu, William told his incredible story of survival; legs crushed
by boulders, hypothermia with a body temperature of just 25 degrees when they found him, his friends heroic rescue
that night, amputation and rehabilitation, his goals and his achievements. William found the courage to eventually
return to the hut where he nearly lost his life and he climbed Mt Scott in Antarctica where his ‘impossible’ became
‘possible’. William talks about stepping out of your comfort zone to build resilience and, in particular, three important
points:
1.
2.
3.

Better never stops, this helps to achieve the absolute best.
Whanau and team first.
Believe in yourself – even when you don’t believe in yourself.

When asked if he was shy or embarrassed by his leg, William’s reply, “I don’t get caught up on what other people
think”.
Our second speaker was Brook Neal, NZ Hockey Black Stick. She won gold at the 2018 Commonwealth Games and
she competed in the 2016 Rio Olympics. She talked about that voice in her head that constantly wanted her to give
up during the hard times, and then the voice that said, “Yes – yes you can do it!” When faced with a challenge, Brook
sets herself five seconds to answer – “Do I do it, or do I not?” Her advice - “Just do it – you have to act”. Brook pinned
her hand-written message to herself on the wall in her Olympic room, it read – “Calm, clear, confident and here”. She
still has her poster today.
Speaker three, was the 15-year-old CEO of Pōtiki Poi, Georgia Latu. At 12 years old, she started making poi in her
lounge as a fundraiser. She now creates eco-friendly poi and ships them all around NZ and the world. She has just
released her first book with mum, Anna. Her advice:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Whanau – surround yourself with people that will help you grow.
Create healthy habits – use mentors.
Believe in yourself.
Do the mahi – work and you will get the treats.

Zane Kapeli, Tongan Rugby player, spoke of how he is coming back from major knee surgery, with a young family and
no rugby contract yet. Zane talked about controlling what you can control. “Honour the past, respect the future and
acknowledge the present”. Zane talked about the times when he is out of his comfort zone and how he pushes forward
and keeps going.
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Our last speaker of the day was Georgia Lines, singer/songwriter. She has more than two million streams across her
platforms, is on Spotify and has featured in Rolling Stone Magazine. Georgia started singing in Year 7. She said it was
a constant battle thinking she wasn’t good enough; she cared too much about what others thought. She realised this
stops you, so she now tells herself to “get over it”. She said to have key people in your life that encourage you, and
remind you that you are doing a good job. Georgia’s whole career has been in the pandemic. She finds a positive spin,
chooses to carry on and works hard to get over hurdles. She said beginning a singing career can be quite daunting,
but her advice was to ‘just start!’ Georgia suggests learning an instrument [she learnt piano on YouTube], listen to
your English and Literacy teachers as this is very handy when writing music, and realise, we are all human – we get it
wrong, but that’s okay.
Georgia closed the NYLD on a real high, performing two songs.
Ali McPike
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INTERNATIONAL STUDENT LEADERS 2022
Congratulations to our two International Student Leaders who received their leader badges this week. Elsa Choi and
Joanne Park were awarded their badges by Mr Popping. Elsa and Joanne accompanied our school Student Leaders
and our Manukura students, to the National Young Leader Day held on Thursday 12th May, in Hamilton. Well done to
you both, you have shown excellent leadership skills.
Ali McPike

TRAVEL SAFE CYCLE HELMET COMPETITION 2022
Winner Emily Mockford
This morning at assembly, Emily was awarded with her very own bespoke
cycle helmet. Each year, the ‘Design Your Own Helmet Competition’ is
held and this year, Emily won the Year 7-8 category. Her original art
design, was transferred from paper onto the helmet by Anthony Brodie
Airbrushing. Bright yellow bumble bees
and flowers will have Emily ‘bee-safebee-seen!’
This is Ōtūmoetai Intermediate’s third
win in this category.
A big thank you to the Tauranga City Council Travel Safe team for organising this great
competition. Also thank you to Michelle Triggs, our school’s Travel Safe coordinator
for coming to school to present Emily with her helmet.
Congratulations Emily, you have created a beautiful piece of art.
Ali McPike
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TRAVEL SAFE LEADERS WORKSHOP 2022
Our Travel Safe Leaders, Andrejka, Zac, Jessie and Alex, were invited to attend a workshop run by Michelle, Cindi and
Andrew, the Tauranga City Council Travel Safe Coordinators. They heard from Phillipa Browne, the Senior Traffic Safety
Engineer, and worked with her having a go at redesigning a road, fitting in required things like three metre tree lined
median strips, parking, bus lanes and accommodating lanes of traffic while keeping within a 20 metre area.
Cindi talked to the group about “Road to Zero”. Waka Kotaha has a vision of zero deaths and serious injuries on New
Zealand roads. A vision where everyone, whether they’re walking, cycling, driving, motorcycling or taking public
transport, can get to where they’re going safely. Road to Zero is the plan on how to get there. During the session on
what particular traffic issues they may have noticed around the school that affect our students, the team mentioned
safety around the pedestrian crossing on Charles Street, particularly after school. They talked about how people are
stopping right at the pedestrian crossing to pick up their children from school and how dangerous this was. Looking
at solutions for these issues, the team talked about drivers parking away from the school gate to pick up students.
The students participated in some team challenges, including a kahoot, knowing your road rules, identifying hazards
and how to find and repair a bike puncture.
This was a really fun, informative and hands-on workshop.
Ali McPike
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SCHOOL CROSS COUNTRY
Friday 27th May 2022
The school cross country is being held this Friday 27th May at 9:00 am with an estimated finish time of 10:30 am.
Please note, this event will still go ahead if there is light rain. A notice will go out early that morning if there is a
cancellation. The starting order is:
•
•
•
•
•
•

9:00 am
9:07 am
9:14 am
9:21 am
9:28 am
9:35 am

Year 8 Boys Competitive
Year 8 Girls Competitive
Year 7 Boys Competitive
Year 7 Girls Competitive
Walkers
Non-competitive

Students are advised to wear shoes and may wear house colours – no face paint or jewellery. All students are advised
to bring water bottles and any medication they require, eg asthma inhalers.
Competitive: yellow track Non-competitive: green track Walkers: Red Track Wet day /alternative variance
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2022 TERM DATES AND HOLIDAYS
•
•
•

Term 2
Term 3
Term 4

Monday 2nd May to Friday 8th July 2022
Monday 25th July to Friday 30th September 2022
Monday 17th October to Thursday 15th December 2022

Public Holidays
•
•
•

Queen's Birthday
Matariki Holiday
Labour Day

Monday 6th June 2022
Friday 24th June 2022
Monday 24th October 2022

Accord Teacher Only Days
•

Tuesday 7th June 2022

Attached to Queens Birthday Weekend

2023 TERM DATES AND HOLIDAYS
•
•
•
•

Term 1
Term 2
Term 3
Term 4

Tuesday 31st January to Thursday 6th April 2023
Monday 24th May to Friday 30th June 2023
Monday 17th July to Friday 22nd September 2023
Monday 9th October to Friday 15th December 2023

Public Holidays
•
•
•
•
•
•

Waitangi Day (Observed)
Easter
Anzac Day
Queen's Birthday
Matariki Holiday
Labour Day

Monday 6th February 2023
Friday 7th April to Tuesday 11th April 2023 (falls in school holidays)
Tuesday 25th April 2023
Monday 5th June 2023
Friday 14th July 2023 (falls in school holidays)
Monday 23rd October 2023

Kāhui Ako Teacher Only Day
•

Friday 10th March 2023
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TEACHER ONLY DAY REMINDER
A reminder that there is a NZEI/PPTA Accord Teacher Only Day on Tuesday 7th June 2022 (attached to Queens Birthday
weekend). Our school will be closed for instruction on that day. This Teacher Only Day is being held alongside our six
contributing schools - Ōtūmoetai Primary School, Bethlehem School, Brookfield School, Bellevue School, Matua
School and Pillans Point School.

TERM 2 RURAL BUS PASSES
A reminder that Term 2 rural bus passes should be paid by now. If you have not yet purchased your child’s bus pass,
please be aware that students will not be admitted on the buses without a pass. Bus passes can be purchased through
the following website: https://schooltransport.org.nz/about-bus-passes/order-a-bus-pass/.

KNOWLEDGEATHON 2022 REMINDER
Overall Target - $10,000.00
Our students are busy learning their knowledgeathon questions ready for testing in Week 7. We appreciate our
families support for this and hope each student will raise at least $10.00. The money raised this year will be used to
construct an entrance (waharoa) and bus shelter at the front of the school. To be considered for individual prize
draws and class prizes all money must be in by Friday 1st July 2022 (week 9). Please ensure you have
‘Knowledgeathon’, the student’s name, room number and the amount clearly written on the outside of the envelope.
This will ensure the amount collected is put against the correct student.

WET WEATHER AFTER SCHOOL ARRANGEMENTS
Please discuss with your child your plan for after school pick up if it is raining as the office phone is for emergency
use only. We have many students who are requesting to use the office phone as they don’t know their after-school
arrangements on wet days. Traffic is very busy on wet days and a good pick up point is at Carlton Reserve as there is
plenty of car parking spaces available and students can walk to Carlton Reserve from behind Rooms 21 to 26.

FREEE PERIOD PRODUCTS
A reminder that period products are available for students at our school – please go to the office or the sports office
if you would like some packs.
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MID-YEAR PARENT-TEACHER CONFERENCES
When:
Time:

Thursday 7th July 2022
8:00 am to 8:00 pm

On Thursday 7th July 2022, Parent-Teacher conferences will run throughout the whole day and will be of 15-minute
duration. This is to allow parents to have quality discussions with the teacher around their child’s learning and
progress at school. We ask all parents to keep their child at home for the day except to accompany you to school for
your meeting with the teacher. The school will be open to supervise any students who do not have alternative care
arrangements.
Interviews will be booked through www.parentinterviews.co.nz. Students will be given information on 23rd June 2022
with detailed instructions on how to book interview times. This will include a unique booking code.

ABSENTEES OR LATE STUDENTS
If your child is not attending school or arriving late, please let the school know via the following options (please include
your name and your child’s room number and a brief reason for their absence in your message):
•
•
•
•
•

Email: absentees@otuinter.school.nz
Phone: 07-576 5105, then dial 1
Text: 027 291 4986
Skool Loop App
Find Us App for your mobile phone - www.findus.co.nz

Please note that if you receive an absentee alert text, you can reply to this text.

Attendance:
We expect all students to arrive to school on time, be at school every day and to be well prepared for their learning.
School starts at 8:45 am and students who are late often miss the early notices, key instructions or even the
mathematics, reading and writing programmes that commence before 9:00 am. Please note you are able to reply to
the absentee text messages we send out. If we do not get a response, our system will automatically mark your child
as truant.

Late Students:
Students arriving late for school need to sign in at the Absentee Desk in the Resource Room. We will be contacting
parents and caregivers to put in place an action plan for persistent late comers or absentees.
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SPORTS NEWS
Winter sports fees should now be paid. All basketball and hockey students should have collected their sports uniforms
from the Sports Office. Netball uniforms will be issued from 30th May 2022.
Please make sure your child is listening to the daily notices as this is how students are notified about sports meetings
and AIMS information. Parents are also able to access daily notices by clicking on the ‘Daily Notices’ button located
on our school website homepage or by accessing the notices button on the Skool Loop app on your phone.

ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS
Support Ōtūmoetai Intermediate School –
Get your new Entertainment Membership today
The 2022 | 2023 Entertainment Memberships are here, with exclusive offers for everything you love to do. With
Entertainment there are thousands of experiences you can enjoy, while raising funds for the things you care about.
Visit https://www.entertainmentnz.com/ to order your new membership today.
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COMMUNITY NOTICES
EVES CHERRYWOOD
Proud to be local
The Team at Eves Cherrywood has a wealth of ‘real estate knowledge’ and are
proud to be local. Many of the team themselves were educated at both
Ōtūmoetai Intermediate and Ōtūmoetai College plus several have had
their own children attend or attending both schools.
Along with Property Manager, Kim Royden-Watts they are dedicated ‘Ōtūmoetai’
people and enjoy being involved in the community.
Manager Gordon Stewart and his team at Eves Cherrywood would welcome
the opportunity to work with you on your next real estate adventure.
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