Wednesday 6th April 2022

Dear parents, caregivers, students and friends of the school.
Tena koutou katoa. Ngā mihi nui ki a koutou katoa.
As this is our last newsletter for Term 1, we would like to thank all parents and caregivers
for their wonderful support of the school. Our winter sports teams are being organised
with basketball, netball and hockey ready to commence their 2022 season. We are really
excited to see many of our students participating in sports teams next term. The summer
sports are coming to an end with our volleyball, kiwi tag and water polo teams completing
their season. A big thank you to all our coaches, managers, parent helpers and supporters
of these teams.
The 2022 ZESPRI AIMS GAMES are now in sight and trials will get underway next term to select our school
representatives for this national tournament in September.
We look forward to resuming our assemblies and other restricted activities next term. To kick this off we are
holding a Fun Day Out on 11 May where parents can come along to support our students.
In this newsletter you will find the school’s Inclusive Education Policy which will be reinforced at school
assemblies on a regular basis next term. The goal is for every student to feel accepted, valued and safe in our
school while being challenged to be the very best they can be.
Our students come from a diverse range of backgrounds and previous experiences and this term has focussed
on developing our school culture.
Our unrelenting aim is to develop students who are confident in the following ways:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

They are motivated and reliable.
They are resourceful.
They are positive in their own identity and accepting of others.
They are resilient.
They strive for excellence.
They are able to be independent and manage themselves.
They are able to demonstrate respect and care for each other and other people’s property.
They are able to relate to others.

Ngā Mihi Nui

Henk Popping
PRINCIPAL

Proud sponsors of Ōtūmoetai Intermediate School
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NAU MAI, HAERE MAI - FROM THE BOARD
The school Board of Trustees met on Thursday 24th March 2022, outlined below are some highlights from that
meeting:
•

One of the things we have learnt over the last two years is how much we want to stay connected but how we do
this has definitely changed. Zoom meetings and social media have played a huge part in staying in touch with
our family, friends, and work colleagues. We of course also utilised zoom for the parent-teacher interviews and
was great to see such a high uptake.

•

The Board and senior management at school have been reflecting on the way we communicate with our
community and what it is you want to hear and read about. In the next couple of weeks, we will be sending out
a survey via email to learn about what it is you want to hear and how you receive this information.

•

The Board would like to take this opportunity to thank the staff for providing
parents with regular COVID updates and additional communication during this
interesting time. We would also like to acknowledge that the staff has done an
amazing job juggling students to ensure their education remains as stable as
possible.
Deanna Hinde, Board Chair, chair@otuinter.school.nz

BUS PASSES
Rural Buses:
A reminder that all Term 1 rural bus passes should be paid by now. Term 2 Rural bus passes are due for payment by
28th April 2022. Please visit www.schooltransport.org.nz to order your bus pass.

Urban Buses:
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INCLUSIVE EDUCATION POLICY
RATIONALE
Inclusive education is where all students are engaged in their learning and achieve by being present, participating,
and belonging. This includes students of all abilities, cultures, ethnicities, religious beliefs, gender identities, sexual
orientations, neurodiversity, ages, and socio-economic status.
At Ōtūmoetai Intermediate School, we value inclusive education and aim to provide our students with an environment
and education that respects their dignity and individuality, and that challenges them to achieve personal standards
and reach their full potential.

POLICY
As required by the Education and Training Act 2020, the school is inclusive of, and caters for, students with differing
needs (section 127). In keeping with the national education and learning priorities (section 5), we aim to instil in our
students an appreciation of:
•

the importance of the inclusion of different groups and persons with different personal characteristics.

•

diversity, cultural knowledge, identity, and the different official languages.

•

Te Tiriti o Waitangi and Te Reo Māori.

Ōtūmoetai Intermediate School is committed to creating a school community where all members of our school
community (staff and students) are welcomed, accepted and treated equitably and with respect regardless of their
backgrounds or personal attributes such as race, language, religious beliefs, gender identity, disability or sexual
orientation. This is so they can participate, achieve and thrive at school.

ACTIONS
To do this, we model and promote inclusive behaviour, language, concepts, and values at school.
We do this by:
•

Acknowledging and celebrating the diversity of our students and staff.

•

Modelling and promoting inclusive behaviour and language at school.

•

Providing programmes and services, where possible, to meet the diverse needs of our students.

•

Engaging with our students and their families to ensure that our school environment and programmes are safe
and accessible for them, including:
−
−
−
−
−

identifying any support required, and any practical concerns;
discussing any concerns about the student's wellbeing and safety;
discussing the student's privacy and preferred level of information sharing;
Using the student’s preferred name and pronouns;
Identifying any health and safety hazards for impaired students.
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•

Not tolerating any bullying behaviour.

•

Analysing barriers to learning and achievement.

•

Identifying students, and groups of students, who:
−
−

are not achieving, or are at risk of not achieving;
have learning support needs (including gifted students) and develop strategies to meet the needs of
individuals and groups.

•

Providing unisex toilets for both students and staff.

•

Providing a uniform that meets the diverse needs of our students.

RELATED SCHOOL POLICIES
•

Bullying Prevention and Response Policy.

•

Behaviour management Policy.

•

Child Protection Policy.

•

Drug Policy.

•

Equal Employment Opportunities Policy.

•

Health and Safety Policy.

•

Personnel Policy.

•

Sexual Harassment Policy.

•

Vulnerable Children Act 2015 Implementation Policy.

RESOURCES USED BY THE SCHOOL TO IMPLEMENT THIS POLICY
•

TKI: Inclusive Education guidelines.

•

Ministry of Education: Success for All – Every School, Every Child and Inclusive practice in secondary schools.

•

Ministry of Education: Learning Support Action Plan.

•

Office for Disability Issues: Disability Action Plan 2019–2023.

•

Rainbow Youth.

•

Human Rights Commission: Sexual Orientation, Gender Identity, and Sex Characteristics.

•

Ministry of Education: Effective governance Building inclusive schools.

•

Ministry of Education: Relationships and Sexuality Education. A guide for Teachers, Leaders and Boards of
Trustees.

•

Inside Out: Making Schools Safer for Trans and Gender Diverse Youth.

•

NZSTA: Inclusive schools and student wellbeing.
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2022 KNOWLEDGEATHON
The PTA Knowledgeathon fundraiser is used to raise money for projects that directly benefit the students in each year.
The money raised this year will be used to construct an entrance (waharoa) and bus shelter at the front of the school.
We are asking every student to raise at least $10.00 in sponsorship. Our goal is to raise in excess of $10,000.00.

How does it work?
During weeks 1 - 7 of term 2 the students will be learning the answers to 100 questions. During week 7, they will be
tested on these 100 questions. The aim of this Knowledgeathon is for the students to learn the answers and get
sponsorship per question answered correctly or a donation. The staff will mark the Knowledgeathon test and the
students will receive their marked tests the following day.
Money collection can begin as soon as they have received their score. To be considered for individual prize draws
and class prizes all money must be in by Friday 1st July 2022 (week 9).

Prizes
•
•
•
•

Individual prize draws.
Top class prizes (for money raised) and top-class prize for most perfect scores (100/100).
Special effort prizes for outstanding individual effort.
Top family prize (for money raised).

What happened to our last knowledgeathon money?
The school used the funds raised to upgrade sports equipment across the school and equip the science room for our
new science programme.
Thank you for your time and help with making our Knowledgeathon successful.

TEACHER ONLY DAY REMINDER
A reminder that there is a NZEI/PPTA Accord Teacher Only Day on Thursday 14th April 2022 (attached to Easter and
the School Holidays). Our school will be closed for instruction on that day. This Teacher Only Day is being held
alongside our six contributing schools - Ōtūmoetai Primary School, Bethlehem School, Brookfield School, Bellevue
School, Matua School and Pillans Point School.
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UNIFORMS - WINTER TERM
Moving into the winter term, students may wear the black winter sports pants during
Terms 2 and 3. Argyle Schoolwear is the authorised supplier of our school uniform and
if people don’t wish to buy these particular sports pants, then they should stay with the
regular school uniform.
Girls are able to wear black stockings or pantyhose with their skirts. Scarves in school
colours are also acceptable. Students may wear thermals under their polo tops. Black
for the new uniform or grey for boys and white for girls if in the old uniform. Thermals
should not be visible.
There is also our new grey sweatshirt or the black and green softshell jackets available from Argyle online. We will
not accept incorrect jerseys, hoodies, sweatshirts or jackets. We have some of the old uniform jerseys and jackets at
school for families who need assistance with these. Please note: Ōtūmoetai College apparel is not acceptable at our
school.
The school’s footwear requirements are able to be viewed on our website. Parents are reminded plain black leather
shoes are recommended for winter. Black or white ankle socks can be worn.

Grooming
All students are expected to look natural in appearance. Hair must be natural in colour and appearance. (This means
no unnatural colouring or hair dye). Long hair must be tied back during technology classes. No makeup or fingernail
polish is permitted.
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RAIN JACKETS AVAILABLE
FOR ORDERING
We have the opportunity once a year to offer for sale to our school community a black rain jacket. This rain jacket is
an add on to the school uniform and is only available to purchase once a year in term 1. This is an optional item and
will not be available to order again until term 1 2023. It is waterproof with all the seams being sealed and the jacket
is fleecy lined. By having a bulk order once a year we are able to get the jacket at a great price of $55.00.
We have samples of this rain jacket and you are welcome to take a look at and have your child try it on. The rain
jackets will be available in the sports office between 8:15am - 1:15pm until 25th March 2022. If you would like a rain
jacket for your child please contact Leigh Gallagher on lgallagher@otuinter.school.nz.
If you would like your child to try a rain jacket on, please ask your child to see Mrs Gallagher in the sports office for a
fitting. You are welcome to join your child. If you do not want to accompany your child for the fitting, Leigh will let you
know what size is appropriate before confirming your order. She will err on the side of caution and recommend a size
with room to grow.
The sizes available for fittings are: 9 -10 Child; 11 - 12 Child; 13 - 14 Child and S Adult.
Payment for this jacket is made directly to the school. It can be paid online to 12-3407-0029060-00. Please use
your child's surname and ‘Jacket’ as the reference, or at the office by cash/EFTPOS.
Payment is due immediately once a rain jacket is ordered. If payment is not made we will not include your jacket with
our order. Orders close 14th April 2022 at 12:00 noon.
We would expect the rain jackets to arrive at the end of this term. Below are some photos of the rain jacket which will
also have our school logo on the front.
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HEALTH INFORMATION AT
ŌTŪMOETAI INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL
What is Health Education About?
In health and physical education, the focus is on the well-being of the students themselves, of other people, and of
society through learning in health-related and movement contexts.
(NZ Curriculum)
In health education, students develop their understanding of the factors that influence the health of individuals,
groups and society. They will:
•
•
•
•

Develop competencies for mental wellness and safety management.
Develop understandings of nutritional needs.
Build resilience through strengthening their personal identity and sense of self-worth, through managing change
and loss, and through engaging in processes for responsible decision making.
Learn to demonstrate empathy and develop skills that will enhance relationships.

Students use these skills and understandings to take critical action to promote personal, interpersonal and societal
well-being.
(New Zealand Curriculum, page 23)
School-wide, we have an unrelenting focus on a culture of care and personal responsibility. All students have a right
to a safe physical, emotional and social environment in which to learn and interact with their peers. This means
everyone looking out for each other, showing respect for themselves and others and making safe choices.
For us, health education is also about enabling students to build life skills where they can identify unsafe situations
in an increasingly complex world and know how to keep themselves safe.

Year 7 Programme
This is aimed at levels 3 and 4 of the New Zealand Curriculum. In this programme students will:
•
•
•
•

Describe the characteristics of pubertal change and discuss positive adjustment strategies.
Describe how social messages and stereotypes, including those in the media, can affect feelings of self-worth.
Understand and describe constructive use of the internet and mobile technologies.
Understand and discuss the potential impact of cyberbullying and online activities, thus preventing them
becoming victims or perpetrators.

Parents will be invited to a meeting later in the year where resources used in this course will be shared and a
discussion held.
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Year 8 Programme
This is aimed at levels 4 and 5 of the New Zealand Curriculum. In this programme students will:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Access and use information to make and action safe choices in the context of personal safety involving drugs
and social interactions.
Describe how social messages and stereotypes, including those in the media, can affect feelings of self-worth.
Identify the effects of changing situations, roles and responsibilities on relationships and describe appropriate
responses.
Understand and describe constructive use of the internet and mobile technology.
Understand and discuss the potential impact of cyberbullying and online activities, thus preventing them
becoming victims or perpetrators.
Recognise instances of discrimination and act responsibly to support their own rights and feelings and those of
other people (link to Human Rights – Social Sciences).

Sexuality Education
During previous consultation with parents, our parents overwhelmingly felt that secondary school was the appropriate
time to cover topics such as contraception, sexually transmitted diseases and other sexuality topics. We do, however,
cover self-image in both Year 7 and 8, especially around the influences of media on individuals.

Keeping Ourselves Safe
The school uses a presentation to cover a range of Keeping Ourselves Safe topics at Year 8. This is delivered by Pat
Buckley in a one-hour presentation. The presentation is called “Destination by Design”, Life Education that is real
and relevant.
The content is all about making positive choices in all situation’s adolescents could find themselves in. Students are
told “your life is like a book and you are its author. All choices have consequences that ripple out and touch others.”
76 pictures are used to address the following topics:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

drugs, including alcohol abuse;
cyberbullying;
responsible risk taking and not taking unsafe risks;
choosing the right friends to keep you safe;
staying involved in positive activities;
being a good influence;
learning from your mistakes;
do the best you can;
look after your family;
don’t let your past shape your future.
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We also use John Parsons from Citizen21 Ltd to present to all students around cyber safety. This year because of
COVID-19, John carried this out via Zoom to all class rooms.

John Parsons
John Parsons is a Cyber Safety and Risk Assessment Consultant to education, health and private sectors,
providing specialist advice and direction on the safe and ethical use of Digital Communication Technology.
John has been awarded a Paul Harris Fellow by Rotary International for his work in child protection online and
in the community.
John is the co-developer of cutting-edge cyber safety Internet Health Safety education now being delivered in
Schools and to adult learning groups. He is a published author of “Keeping Your Children Safe Online” and
a social commentator working through-out New Zealand and Internationally.
He promotes the rights of children to be judged fairly recognising their rights to use communication technology
safely and with respect for themselves and others.

“Now, more than ever before, empathy, the ability to think about
how another person is feeling, should be the foundation upon
which we educate children on matters of judgement whether in
the home, in the school or in the community" ~ John Parsons
John’s sessions have been widely acclaimed nationally and by our
Intermediate parents in previous years. He is highly recommended and
parents will come away better equipped to assist their children on the
internet.

BEANIES FOR SALE
Beanies are available for purchase for the winter for $12.00 each from the Resource Room. EFTPOS or direct
credit are available. Our account number is 12-3407-0029060-00. Please include your child’s name, room
number and reference, ie ‘Beanie’.
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INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS
On Wednesday 30th March the International Students and their buddies had an outing to McLarens Falls Park. They
were joined by Mrs Shin and a couple of our students’ parents. The weather was perfect for the day which started out
with a walk to a beautiful waterfall. We then proceeded to Marshalls Animal Park where the students had the
opportunity to feed and pet the animals. Handling the guinea pigs was a highlight.
After our morning at the farm, we had lunch and played games at Bottom Flat. One of the games included an Easter
Egg hunt. On our way back to school, students got to experience a real fruit ice-cream. The International Students had
a great day and it gave them a chance to practice their English and spend some quality time with their kiwi friends.
Tina Liddle, Teacher
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SKOOL LOOP
The Skool Loop App enables you to access our school calendar directly on your mobile phone.
This is updated regularly.

Thanks to the below businesses for sponsoring our school app:

If you would like to advertise on the Ōtūmoetai Intermediate School Skool Loop App
please email Content@skoolloop.com
To download our app: In Google Play & App Store search for
‘Skool Loop’ & choose Ōtūmoetai Intermediate School once installed.
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SPORTS NEWS
In sports news, trials are finishing up for our winter sports – Netball, Hockey and Basketball and team lists will be up
by the end of the term. Zespri AIMS games team trials will start next term and the Super 11 tournaments will be
resuming next term after being cancelled this term due to COIVD. This is an inter-school tournament.

COMMUNITY NOTICES
EVES CHERRYWOOD
Proud to be local
The Team at Eves Cherrywood has a wealth of ‘real estate knowledge’ and are
proud to be local. Many of the team themselves were educated at both
Ōtūmoetai Intermediate and Ōtūmoetai College plus several have had
their own children attend or attending both schools.
Along with Property Manager, Kim Royden-Watts they are dedicated ‘Ōtūmoetai’
people and enjoy being involved in the community.
Manager Gordon Stewart and his team at Eves Cherrywood would welcome
the opportunity to work with you on your next real estate adventure.
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TAURANGA CITY COUNCIL – FEEDBACK SOUGHT
It’s time: your feedback is sought on key decisions for Tauranga.
Transforming the heart of our city, making rates fairer for everyone and sharing the cost of the growth
are some of the key topics Tauranga City Council is asking people to share their views on over the
next month. The proposals are set out in the consultation document for the proposed Long-term Plan
Amendment 2021-2031 (LTPA) and draft Annual Plan 2022/23, which is open for community
feedback until 26 April.
Key topics people are being asked to share their views on include:
•
•
•

How we should implement the masterplan for the civic precinct – ‘Te Manawataki o Te Papa’ – to
help revive the city’s heart and create the experiences you would expect to find in a modern city.
Proposed rates structure changes to ensure the commercial sector pays a fairer share of our total
rates, particularly relating to transport costs.
Using a new Government financing and funding approach for projects that would help address
our inadequate housing supply and traffic congestion, funded by levies on the properties that
benefit from these investments.

Everyone is invited to share their views by filling out a feedback form online at
www.tauranga.govt.nz/itstime, picking up a feedback form from council’s customer service centre
or libraries, or coming along to one of the events below:
•
•
•
•
•
•

2 April, 2pm-4pm, Hungahungatoroa Club, 16F Hungahungatoroa Road, Matapihi
4 April, 11am-1pm, Outside the Greerton Library (forecourt area), corner of Chadwick and
Greerton Roads
6 April, 6pm-8pm, Welcome Bay Community Hall, 244 Welcome Bay Road, Welcome Bay
9 April, 1pm-3pm, Tauranga Crossing Mall, 2 Tauriko Drive, Tauriko
10 April, 7am-1pm, Papamoa Lions Club Market, Gordon Spratt Reserve, Papamoa
12 April, 5.30pm-7.30pm, Online event via Microsoft Teams.

For more information and to make your voice count, head to: www.tauranga.govt.nz/itstime
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